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CLEO SMITH 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.03 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge and thank everyone 
involved in the search and safe return of Cleo Smith. Last Wednesday, Western Australians awoke to the remarkable 
news that Cleo had been found, safe and sound. On Thursday, I had the privilege of meeting Cleo and her family, 
and the police officers in Carnarvon who were involved in the search and rescue. They are lovely people who have 
shown incredible strength and resilience through the most unimaginable of circumstances.  

To the health staff who provided world-class care to Cleo and her family, thank you. To the Western Australia 
Police Force, from those on the ground to the analysts putting together the pieces, who all worked tirelessly to bring 
Cleo home to her family, thank you. Your professionalism, dedication and hard work means that a child is now 
home safe in the arms of her parents. To every Western Australian, from the Carnarvon community to people right 
across the state who kept posters in their windows and Cleo and her parents in their hearts, thank you. This ordeal, 
as horrific as it has been to the family and as harrowing as it has been to every parent across the state, has shown 
Western Australians at their best. As Premier of this great state, I can only say thank you. 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [2.04 pm]: Last Wednesday, Western Australia—in fact, 
Australia and the world beyond—first heard the words, “My name is Cleo.” With those brief words, we learnt 
that at around 1.00 am on 3 November, four officers attached to Taskforce Rodia had entered a locked house 
in Tonkin Crescent, Carnarvon, and rescued Cleo. The officers found Cleo playing in a room in the house. 
Detective Senior Constable Kurt Ford picked her up into his arms and Detective Senior Sergeant Cameron Blaine 
asked young Cleo three times, “What’s your name?” In response, she said, “My name is Cleo.”  

Shortly after, Cleo’s loving parents, Ellie and Jake, received the phone call they had been desperately awaiting, and 
were reunited with Cleo. This was the outcome we had all been hoping for, but as days stretched into weeks, things 
had begun to look grim. It was a success made possible by the tireless determination and hard police grind of the 
officers attached to Taskforce Rodia, headed up by Detective Superintendent Rod Wilde. Every necessary police 
resource was directed to finding Cleo and apprehending the person responsible. Their work involved hours upon 
hours of data analysis, checking and rechecking reports, and overlaying sets of data. Shortly before rescuing Cleo, 
task force officers arrested the Carnarvon man now charged with offences related to abducting Cleo. 

I have had the great pleasure of acknowledging and thanking some of the task force members in Carnarvon. Since 
Cleo’s disappearance and rescue, the names and faces of some officers have become quite familiar, including 
Detective Senior Constables Kurt Ford and Drew Masterson, Detective Sergeant Jason Hutchinson, Detective Senior 
Sergeant Cameron Blaine, Inspector Jon Munday, Superintendent Rob Scantlebury and Detective Superintendent 
Wilde. To those names, I add and also acknowledge Detective Inspector Quentin Flatman, Assistant Commissioner 
Brad Royce and Deputy Commissioner Col Blanch. These officers were part of, or led, the 140 exceptional members 
of Taskforce Rodia, which included analysts, detectives from a number of commands, forensics officers, regional 
officers, the mounted section and the police air wing. Although the names of all the task force members are not well 
known, they all deserve our thanks and appreciation. With the Premier, I look forward to hosting them and members 
of their families at a reception to recognise their part in bringing Cleo home. 

Importantly, police are still seeking information, CCTV footage and dash cam vision to map the 18 days when 
Cleo was missing. I urge anyone who may have information that could assist to contact Crime Stoppers or the police. 
Cleo’s rescue by our Western Australia Police Force was an outstanding feat. The news brought tears of joy and 
smiles to the faces of millions. It was made possible by the unstinting service and dedication to duty of members 
of Taskforce Rodia, and I know all members join me in thanking them for bringing a little ray of sunshine into 
a sometimes dark world. 
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